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To the Free and Independant Citi- 
zens of the United States of North- 
America. | 


HE happy period being arrived, in which we may in 
peace, take a review of the ſcenes, through which 
we have paſſed, and with calmneſs and impartiality exam» 
ine and judge of paſt tranſactions, encourages me to come 
forward, and to addreſs you, on a ſubject of infinite im- 
portance to myſelf, and of ſo much to you, as to excuſe 
me, from the making any previous apology, on the occa- 
ſion. Perhaps I ought rather to make one, for my hav- 
ing been ſo long filent, under the many heavy charges, 
brought againſt me, in the public papers, in America. 
Neither a want of ſufficient proofs, to refute them, or any 
indifference, as to the opinion of my countrymen, occa- 
ſioned my filence, but the reflection, that during the rage, 
and violence of war, and while party prejudices, heats 
and jealouſies, were in their full force, it was by no means 
the time for a cool, and diſpaſkonate diſcuſhon, of any 
ſubject, on which, appearances had already prejudiced 
the minds of the public. 


I reſolved to improve the firſt moment, of public peace, 


and tranquility, to appear, and to plead my cauſe, at your 
bar; during near three years of misfortunes, and exile, I 
have impatiently leaked for it; Inow flatter myſelf, that 
it is arrived, and in that confidence, venture to call your 
attention to my caſe. 

It is of ſome importance, to you, to know, if one, who 
formerly had your confidence, to a great degree, actually 
betrayed, and deſerted you, and was guilty of the frauds, 
peculation, and treachery, with which he has beencharged, 
or if artful, and deſigning men, inimical to him, have tak» 
en the age <a his weakneſs, or imprudence, to charge 
him with thoſe enormous crimes; to excite a general 
clamour againſt him, and from his ſilence, to infer in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, his guilt.---Though I may ſolicit your 
examination, of the ſubject, at this time, under very great 
Wdvantages, yet I am by no means thereby nnn; 
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1 
doing it; as yet, you have heard but one ſide of the queſ. , 
tion, and that at a time, when your ſituation, made you e 
Juſtly apprehenſive, and jealous of danger, from every 
quarter, and rendered you, as it were, feelingly alive 
in every pore; at preſent, when we are happily freed, 
from the alarms, and dangers of war, you will not refuſe, 
to hear the other part, and thereby become capable, of 
judging on the whole, with certainty, and with juſtice, to 
the accuſers, as well as to the accuſed z which is all I aſk, 
or wiſh for---unwilling to take up more of your time, than 
is abſolutely neceſſary, I ſhall not inthis addreſs, recapitu- 
late the many ſurmiſes, and inſinuations, thrown out againſt 
me, by my enemies, in the courſe of their perſecutions of 
me, but confine myſelf, to the direct charges againſt me, 
which are all of them, comprehended under two heads: 

Firſt, that I was guilty of fraud, and peculation, in the 
management, of the public monies, committed to my care; 
and ſecondly, that her my return to France, in 1781, 1 
wrote thoſe letters, which were intercepted, and publiſhed 
in New-York, from intereſted motives, and with the baſe 
and treacherous deſign, to injure my country; having en- 
gaged myſelf in the intereſt of her enemies. 

f on an impartial examination of facts, you ſhall judge 
me guilty, of theſe crimes, nothing that has hitherto. been 
ſaid, or done againſt me, will be deemed unjuſt, or too ſe- 
vere; but if on the other hand, you ſhall, from the molt 
unqueſtionable facts, and circumſtances, find thoſe charges, 
to be falſe, and groundleſs, whatever weakneſs, or impru- 
dence, you may find me juſtly chargeable with, you will 
at leaſt, acquit me of any thing criminal, and pronounce 
me to be A man more finned againſt, than ſining.“ 

My conduct in the early part, of the late conteſt, and 
until my leaving America, in April 1776, to go for France, 
in the character of Commercial, and Political Agent, and 
Commiſſioner for the United States, is too well known, 
to require my referring to any part of it.---The charges 
againſt me, originate after that period ; previous to it, | 
had no charge of public monies. I arrived in France, in June 


1776, and acted as ſole Commercial, and Political Agent, ¶ we 
for the UnitedStatesuntilthe month of December following, WW be, 
when I received a commiſſion, from Congreſs, appointing {nies 


Doctor Franklin, Mr. Lee, and myſelf, their joint Com- the c 
miſſionen MI. 


. 
miſſioners Plenipotentiary, and I continued to act, in this 
character, until the firſt of April 1 1119s when in obedience 
to the orders of Congreſs, I left Paris, on my. return to 
America, and from that —— to the preſent hour, have 
not been entruſted with the monies of the public, og with 
ny public employ whatever; it therefore follows, that if 
frauds, peculation, and embezziements, were practiſed, 
and committed by me, they muſt have been in, and during 
hat period, that is between April 1770» and April 1778, 
and that I muſt have committed them, in my tranſac- 
jons at Paris, where I conſtantly reſided; the time and 
lace being aſcertained, the uſtice or injuſtice of this 
barge, will at once be ſeen, by an examination, of my re- 
eipts, and diſburſements of public monies.---On the 4th 


oreturn immediately to America, to acquaint them, with 
he ſtate of their affairs, in Europe; in the reſolution of 
ongreſs tranſmitted and in the letter accompanying of 
to me, this appeared to be, the only motive, and object 
my recall. Though the treaties with France, had been 
oncluded, and ſigned on the ſixth of February preceding, 
et they had ſtill been kept ſecret, and by agreement with 
e Court of France, were not to be made public, in Eu- 


n Wpe, until intelligence ſhould be received, of their being 
- Wrived, and publiſhed, in America; But ſeveral circum- 
t Wances, concur'd at that time, to induce the Court of 


rance, to change their plan; and publicly to announce, 
the Court of London, their having entered into Trea- 
s of Commerce, and Alliance, with the United States, 
d to diſpatch, with all poſſible ſecrecy, and expedition, 
e fleet then at Toulon, to America, under the command 
the Count D'Eſtaing; and the Count D'Vergennes, 
d Dr. Franklin, joined, in adviſing me, to keep my re- 
Il, and my intention to return, ſecret, until the fleet 
3 ſail, in which it was propoſed, that I ſhould em- 
& 7 | * 

At this time, moſt of the contracts, for ſtores, arms, 
athing, &c. and for ſhips to tranſport them to Ameri- 
were compleated; the execution of thoſe contracts, 
g been principally under my direction, but though 
ng ies had been advanced, on all of them, the accompts 
m- ¶ che contractors, had not been brought in for ſettlement 
815 by” | : an 


March 1778, I received a poſitive order, from Congreſs, . 


1 


and ĩt was impoſſible for me, if I literally complied wid 
the order of Congreſs, and with the urgent requeſt, of the 
French Miniſter, and of Doctor Franklin, to go out ig 
the fleet; to do any thing previouſly, towards the Calling 
in, and ſettling the public, or even my private accompts; 
any attempt that way, would have — the ſecrecy, 
and diſpatch enjoined me- -though nothing appeared iz 
the order of 8 or in any of their letters, which 
iutimated, the leaſt diſſatisfaction, with my conduct, a 
any ſuſpicion of the faithful management, and applicy 
tion, of the public monies, yet as I had from the firſt, th 
misfortune, to have in Mr. Lee, one of my Colleagues,; 
molt jealous, and artful enemy, and ſenſible, that mar 
ill offices, had been done me in America, I was extrem 
ly defirous, to put off my return until all the tranſaction 
in which I had had, any concern for the public, ſhould i 
ſettled, and cloſed, but finally, I ſubmitted to the advig 
of Count D'Vergennes, and of Dr. Franklin, and ca 
tented myſelf, with taking from Mr. Grand, the Bank 
for Congreſs, an accompt of all the monies, received, 
paid out, on accompt of Congreſs, up to that time, th 
Was all that was in my power to do, and as Mr. Gran 
had mentioned in his accompt, the names of the perfor 
to whom he had paid money, and as I carried out wil 
me, the moſt honourable teſtimonials, from his Majeſy 
from his Miniſter, and from my colleague, and intima 
friend Dr. Franklin, of my zeal, and integrity in the ſe 
vice of my country, I had no reaſon to apprehend, the 
ing cenſured, for not having ſettled, and brought out wi 
me, all the public accompts, and their vouchers, in detail 
but on my arrival in Philadelphia, I ſoon found, that n 
enemies, had been, to a certain degree, ſucceſsful, in pa 
ſoning the minds of the public, by inſinuating, that Ih 
become immenſely rich, in the ſervice of the public, at 
conſequently that I muſt have been guilty of undue, a 
dishoneſt practices; and though I had been ſent for e 
reſsly, to inform Congreſs, of the ſtate of their affa 
in Europe, and notwithſtanding the honourable characte 
I had ſuſtained, as their Political, and Commercial Age 
in Europe, and afterwards as one of their Commiſſonai 
Plenipotentiary, I could not obtain an audience, of ti 


body, until aſter fig weeks attendance, and ſolicitation Peter 


1 


f then gave them verbally, a faithful detail, of the ſtate 
or their affairs, in Europe, and laid befgre them, Mr. 

rands accompt of the receipts, and payments of monies, 
o the time of my leaving Paris; and requeſted, that if 
heir had been, any charge or inſinuation againſt me, for 

iſmanagement, or neglect, that I might be informed of 
t, and be permitted to be heard, in my defence. 

I was not told of any, and though Congreſs appeared no 
ny diffatisfied, with the account, I then gave them, of 
he ſtate of their affairs, in Europe, and of my own con- 
Juct, in their ſervice, and though the fettlement of the 
mblic, as well as of my private accompts, prefled me to 
eturn as early as poſſible, to France, yet I could not ob- 
ain any reſolution, of Congreſs, either to approve, or to 
jiſapprove, of any part of my conduct, and though I al- 

oft daily ſolicited, for a ſecond audience, I did not ob- 
ain one, until late in December following. 

then gave them a written narrative of my tranſactions, 
rom my leaving America in their ſervice, until my recall 
nd return,--- Congreſs then appeared difpoſed, to take 
he matter up, and to examine it, and to come to ſome 


letermination, on the ſubject, a Committee was appointed 


d examine the ſtate of their foreign affairs, and into the 
onduct of their Commiſſioners, and Agents, and for 
greater diſpatch, the Committee were ordered, to meet 
re ry evening, Saturday and Sunday evenings excepted 
yet that Committee never condefcended to admit me to 
an audience, or to aſk me a fingle queſtion, on the ſub- 
ect of their enquiry. And though I had been ſent for 
xpreſsly, to inform Congreſs, of the ſtate of their affairs 
n Europe, yet their Committee, ſtudiouſly evaded, the 
piving me an opportunity of laying before them, any in- 
formation on the ſubject, or of explaining any part of my 
dwn conduct, while in their ſervice. 

During more than fourteen months attendance in Phila- 
lelphia, I obtained but two audiences from Congreſs, and 
none from their Committee, whoſe proceeding, and report, 
f indeed they made any, were kept ſecret from me,---In 
December 1778, having waited five months in Philadel- 
phia, almoſt daily ſoliciting Congreſs to examine my 
tranſactions, while in their — I found that a party 


letermined, on my ruin, had ſufficient intereſt, to pr 8 


„ 
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audience, and afterward appointed a Committee, as I har 


found that his power, was ſo limited, that he declined, 


ing for more ample powers to him, or to ſome other pe- 


had tranſacted any buſineſs, on account of the public, in: 
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all examinat;on, and to bear me down, by the moſt mos. 
tifying delay and neglect I therefore reſolved to lay ny 
caſe, before my countrymen, and fellow-citizens, but 9 
my firſt addreſs to them, Congreſs reſolved to give me a 


before mentioned. 

As I flattered myſelf, that Congreſs had reſolved, t 
examine, into the ſtate of foreign affairs, and of thoſ 
tranſactions, in which I had been a principal actor, and u 
come to ſome determination, on the ſubject, I could ng 
conſider myſelf at liberty, to proceed in publiſhing the 
ſtate of my caſe; in the mean time I was attacked and a 
buſed, in the moſt baſe and outrageous manner, in the 
public papers,---I made no reply to the many calumnieg 
and falſehoods, publiſhed by a noted ſcribler, his aſſociata 
and patrons, but earneſtly requeſted, of Congreſs, and d 
their Committee, to grant me a hearing, and to do mt 
zuſtice ;---but my ſolicitations were ineffectual, though 
from December 1978, to Auguſt 1779, I wrote more than 
thirty letters to Congreſs, humbly petitioning for a public 
examination, and tryal, yet they never condeſcended, 1 
take the leaſt notice of my requeſts ;---In private conver. 
fation with the members I was told, that the only diffcul 
ty lay in my accompts, not being ſettled ; to obviate this, 
returned to France, on aſſurances from Congreſs, that 
they had appointed, and impowereda gentleman in France, 
to audit, and ſettle all their public accompts; but on my arr 
val in France, in July 1780, and application to him, l 


acting under it. I wrote immediately to Congreſs, ſolicit 


ſon, and fet myſelf to put, not only my accompts, but 
thoſe of my colleagues, and of every one, with whoml 


ſtate for being audited, and ſettled ; and I paſſed more 
than twelve months, at Paris, at a heavy expence, flatter 
ing myſelf, that as Congreſs had made no objection, what 
ever, to any part of my conduct, in their ſervice, except 
my not having ſettled my accompts, and as my enemies 
both in Congreſs, and out of it, profeſſed to belicve, that 
I was a defaulter, they would not, after the prodigious ex- 
pence, of time, and money, which I had been put to, » 


„ 
ur the appointment of an auditor, to examine my ac- 
compts, and to aſcertain the only point in queſtion, with 
regard to me; but I heard nothing on the ſubject, until 
November 1781, when I received a reſolve of Congreſs, 
informing me, that by the appointment of a Conſul, pro- 
tion was made, for the ſettlement of my accompts ; but 
in a few days after, I met with Mr. Barclay the Conſul, 
who to my extreme ſurpriſe, and diſappointment, aſſured 
me that he had no inſtructions on the ſubject; and a few 
days after, I had the mortification, of learning, that my 
letters of May, and June preceding, had beed intercepted, 
ind publiſhed in New-Y ork, and that the moſt unfavour- 
able conſtruction, had been put on them, both in America, 
and in France. 

This placed me in a ſituation, in which I believe, but 
ew men, have ever been ſo unfortunate, as to fall into. 
Proſcribed in my own country, and in France, and ob- 
noxious to the government of this country, I ſubmitted ta 
n tedious exile, in Flanders, where I remained, until the 
reaty of peace, was concluded, but in the mean time, L 
ranſmitted my accompts to Congreſs, and ſolicited a ſet- 
tlement, and the payment of the ballance due to me; I alſo 
lent duplicates of them to Dr. Franklin, and to Mr. Barclay. 
It is now more than eighteen months, ſince Congreſs 
have been in poſſeſſion of my accompts, it is more than 
re years, ſince I had either the money, or any employ- 
nent for the public entruſted to my management. 
Is it poſſible that any fraud or embezzlement commit- 


ed, ed by me, ſhould {till remain undetected ? Had I been 
cieWuilty of any, would not my enemies with all the parti- 
per- Mrulars of my accounts in their power, have pointed them 
but ut, and publiſhed them inſtead of charging me general- 


y with being a defaulter for unaccounted millions ? In 
in arch 1778, Doctor Franklin aſſured Congreſs that he 
ore ad been an eye witneſs of my conduct in France, while 
is colleague, and that I had acted the part of an able, ac- 
ve, and fathful miniſter, and to his knowledge had in 
arious ways rendered great and important ſervices to my 
ounty*, In December 1782, almoſt five years after, 
B when 

*$TR, Paſly, near Paris, March 31, 1778. 
de- Mx colleague Mr. Deane being recalled by Congreſs, and no reaſons 
in, chat have yer appeared here, it is apprehended to 4 — 


1 
when from our difference in political principles, he way 
no way prejudiced in my favour, and when, had I been 
guilty of fraud or embezzlement, it was impoſlible but 
that it muſt have come to his knowledge; he certified, 
that he had never known or ſulſpected any cauſe ts charge 
me with any want of probity in any purchaſe or bargain 
whatever, made by me for the uſe or account of the Unite 
States“. To charge me with being a defaulter, and with 
having defrauded my country, of large ſums of money, 
and at the ſame time, to evade an examination, and ſettle. 
ment of my accompts, by which only the juſtice, or in- 
juſtice, of the charge, could be aſcertained, is a condud, 
which needs no comment, nor do] fear to reſt my cauſe 
on it, and on the teſtimony, and certificate, of Dr. F ray 

up 


w_—_— 


effect of ſome miſrepreſentation from an enemy or two at Paris, aud a 
Nantz.---I have no doubt, that he will be able clearly to juſtify himſelf 
but having lived intimately with him, now fifteen months, the g eatef 
part of the time in the ſame houſe, and been a conſtant witneſs of hy 
ublic conduct; I cannot omit giving this teſtimony, though unasked 
in his behalf, that I eſteem him, a faithful, active, and able Minikter, 
who to my knowledge, has done in various ways, great and impornat 
ſervices to his country, whoſe intereſtsI wish may always be by eveg 

ene in her employ, as much, and as effeQually — 
With my dutiful reſpects to the Congtreſs, I have the honour to be, 
Sir, your moſt obedient and very humble Servant, 
(Sig ned) BEN, FRANKLIN, 
Honourable Henry Laurens, Prefident of Congreſs. 
* Certain paragraphs having lately appeared in the English news 
pers, importing that Siſas Deane, Eſc; formerly Agent and Commiliion 
er P'enipotentiary of the United States of America, had ſometime a 
his ficſt © arrival in France, purchaſed in that kingdom for the uſe a 
his countrymen, zo, ooo muske s, & c. that he gave three livres for 
« each of them bei y old condemned arms; that he had them cleaned 
and vamped up. which coſt near three livres more, and that for ead 
of theſe he charged, and received a Luois D'or,“ and that he all 
committed ſimilar frauds in the purchaſe of other articles for the uſe ( 
his country; and Mr. Deane having repreſented, that the ſaid pate 
graphs are likely to injure him in the opinions of many perſons, unte 
quainted with his conduct whi'e in the public ſervice Ithink it my du 
ty, in compliance with his requeſt, to certify and declare, that the pat 
graphs in queſtion. ac-ording to my beſt knowledge and | elief, aret 
tirely falſe and that I have never known or ':{veced any caiiſerto chat 
the ſa1d Silas Deane with any want of riob ty, in any pur: haſe, or vt 
gain whatever made by him, for the uſe or account of the United Stats 
Given at Paſſy, the 18th of December, 1982, f1z,ned, B. Franklin 
Miniſter P:enipotentiary from the United States of America, i 

the Court of France, : 


— . 
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in, but clear, and convincing as theſe proofs are, of my 


wt MWnnocence, I have a ſuthciency of others, independent of 
ed, Wi: teſtimony or certificate of any man, or of the conduct 
gt any ſet of men, whether friendly or inimical to me.--- 
ain n January 1776, I contrafted with the Commercial Com- 
tel ittee, of Congreſs, to make a voyage to France, and to 
1th Wurchaſe for the public, goods to the amount of forty 


ouſand pounds ſterling,---they engaged to furniſh me 
ith that ſum in caſh, or good bills, and to allow me a 


in. Ne per cent. commiſſion, on the purchaſe At the ſame 
10, rie the ſecret Committee, appointed me the Commer- 
uſe al, and Political Agent, for the United States in Europe, 
nba directed me to purchaſe for them, 100 pieces of braſs 


lin, Wnnon, and arms, and cloathing, for 25, co men, and 
munition in proportion, and to procure thips, in Eu- 
Ja de, to tranſport the whole to America; on theſe pur- 
aſes, they alſo ſtipulated, to give me five per cent. com- 
Fu ion, and to make me a reaſonble, and adequate allow- 
ehe, for any political ſervices, which 1 might render my 
lien puntry in France. When we reflect on the ſituation of 
"Wer affairs, at that period, it muſt be acknowledged, that 
dman was ever charged, with a more important Com- 
o biſon, and when the circumſtances of my being 1gno- 
nt of the language, as well as of the manners, and politicg 
the country, in which I was to Execute it, without 
end, or patron to adviſe, to countenance, or to introduce 
and without that beſt of all patrons, ard ſupporters, a 
nd adequate to the purpoſe ; when theſe are taken into 
nſide ration, it muſt alſo be allowed, that ne Commiſ- 
n of this nature was ever attended with more diihcultics 
d embarrafiments. 
left Philadelphia in the month of March 1776, in a 
gantine bound to Bordeaux, and ſuch was the fituation 
our affairs at that time, that fhe ſailed with ballaſt only, 
the want of any thing, to make remittances with in 2 
Ig ;---an accident at fea, obliged her to return, and I 
embarked in a ſloop, bound to Bermuda, and the whole 
bach the funds, put into my hands to enable me to make 
purchaſes, above mentioned, amounted to 23751. ſter- 
in bills of exchange, and an order, to receive the pro- 
aas Cf a cargo, in the ſloop, conſigned to Mr. Tucker, 
bermuda. The ſecret Committee, gave me a bill of 
| 6001 


1 


Gool. ſterling, towards my expences, theſe were the on 
ſums, with which I ſet out, for France; at Bermuda 
received of Mr. Tucker, the amount of the ſales of t 
cargo, conſigned him, which he paid me in foreign cj 
except two bills of exchange amounting to Z 187 197 
on my arrival at Bordeaux, I put the whole of my bil 
into the hands of Mr. Delap, to whom I had letters. 

The bills he ſent on for acceptance and the 
foreign coin he diſpoſed of, which amounted $ £ 712 10 
to livres, -16285 11 5, equal to 

The bills received of the Commercial 
Committee were paid 

The bill for 6col. receized of the ſecret 
Committee was proteſted. 

The two bills received of Mr. Tucker for 
£187 19 75 were proteſted, but afterwards 
paid but they were of no immediate uſe. 

The ſloop which I chartered at "GW for ; 

ICT 1 


2 owe 


n 


took in log wood for ballaſt, which ſold for 
liv. 2441 6 9 in Bordeaux, equal to 


Total amount of the effeQtive funds, a 6 Wat 


— this 


my hands, on my arrival in France in June 
1776, and adding the two bills of Mr. 


Tucker, afterwards paid, 187 0 ö 
Jos „ 
77 6 Rec: 


ä 

Makes up the whole, on which I could depend, to i, 4 
cute, the immenſe orders, given me on account of the puiſcou; 
lic; out of this I had to pay, the port charges, and ond 
expences of the ſloop, in which I arrived, and to ſend Wcour 
back, with a cargo.---Meſlrs. Livingſton, Lewis, Aliqefut 
and Morris, made remittances to Mr. Delap, party“ T 
bills, and partly in effects of cargoes, and ordered hin, FF ce 
ter making the diſburſements, which they directed, 
their own account, to hold the balance for my orders, MF bil 
be employed by me, in executing the contract, in wil” be 


they had engaged, jointly with me, for the goods, bef of 
mentioned, to the amount of forty thouſand pounds , te 
ling, but they never remitted any monics, directly to yer 
nor did I receive one ſhilling through any other chan! the 
from America, on account of Congrels, but from Dir. Le. 


1 


1 excepting the fum of 13804 livres, of MonfieurSoulier, 
: $208 part of a cargo, ſhipped by Capt. Wicks, and of a 
credit, given the Commiſhoners on him by Mr. Thomas 


Morris deceaſed. | : 
* I received of Mr. Delap at different times, 42176 12 11 


I borrowed of Mr. D. Beaumarchais as per 
his accompt, : 
Received of Mr. Soulier on account of my) _ 
> private expences, . 3504 
Of Mr. Grand, Banker on account of ditto, 69253 7 6 


52281 I 16 0 


Liv. 148045 16 6 
Having on my arrival in France depoſited in the hands 
of Mr. Delap, the whole of the effects brought out with 
me, and having never received any monies on account 
of Congreſs, from my engaging in their ſervice to the pre- 
ſent time, but from the perſons above mentioned ; it is 
zaſy to aſcertain if I received more than the above ſum on 
ay private account, or for my immediate diſburſements 
for the public. I know of no queſtion that can ariſe on 

—F this ſubject, except it be on account of the overcharge 
6 Wade againit me by Mr. Soulier, which I have explained 
in my account, and letters before Congreſs, and referred 

to Mr. R. Morris to juſtify my explanation. 

Though the funds which I put into Mr. Delap's handg 
Ii June 1776, amounted to livres, 73870, 14, 11. and he 
0 Wrecetved ſome remittances from Meſſts. Livingſton, Lew- 
lis, Alſop, and Morris, over what he paid out on their ac- 
 pFcount ; yet his diſburſements on account of Congreſs, 
and the ſums which I drew on him for on the ſame ac- 
count: So far exceeded the whole, that in December he 
retuled my bills, and on the 3iſt wrote me as follows: 
Time only permits us to inform you, that we have re- 
" ceived a letter from A. Neſbitt, Eſq. of London, re- 
turning us proteſted, 1200l. ſterling ; David White's 
bill of 20th of April, at 30 days fight on Serjeant Cham- 
bers and Co. 1000. ſterling ; of Margaret Livingſton's 
' of 28th May, at 30 days ſight, on 8. Baker, £.570 9 
' ſterling ; of Ringhold and Henneſly, of the $th of No- 
oF vember 1775, on Serjeant Chambers and Co. d that 
zan the lait remittances made us by Mefirs, Livingſton, 
. Lewis and Alſop, and by Meſſrs. Willing * 
e hag 
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« has been all prohibited except two ſmall bills making 
« together 230ol. ſterling. eſſrs. Livingſton, Lewis 
© and Alſop fince remitted us for your account, 80], 
46 ſterling in D. Shinger's bill of the 2oth of Augutt, x 
« 30 days fight on Ford, Courtoys and Co. of Barcelona, 
* which is likewiſe returned to us proteſted. We are 
4% ſorry for all theſe diſappointments ; but in the preſent 
* ſituation of affairs, we look on bills as no remittance, 
& for ſcarce one in ten of them is paid. The bills you 
4 forwarded us for acceptance muſt be returned, or lie by 
until funds arrive, &c.“ 

{ will not take up the time of the public, by attempting 
to deſcribe the diſtreſſed fituation in which 4 found my. 
ſelf at that period,----The whole of my ſcanty funds ex. 
pended, and indebt tonear ten thouſand pounds ſterlingon 
account of Congreſs, for which I had given bills in my 
private name, and which were refuſed by the Houſe on 
which I was directed to value myſelf, and through whom 
remittances were to be made to me, nor the advantages 
at that time taken of our embarraſſments to force us into 
a contract with the Farmers General for a quantity of to- 
bacco, to be delivered to them in France at little more 
than the one half of its then current price. 

It is well known, that the Commiſſioners obtained one 
million of livres to be advanced them by the Farmers Ge- 
neral on theſe hard terms, and about the ſame time two 
millions from the Court, to be paid quarterly in the 
courſe of the year 1777. At ſome future time, I ſhall en- 
ter mutually on the hiſtory of our ſituation at that peri- 
od, and of the whole of the negociation in France from 

my arrival in 1776 to the figning of the treaties of Paris 
in 1778, and to my recall. At preſent it is ſufficient to 
obſerve, that the money then received and promiſed, gave 
me as well as my colleagues a temporary relief---that the 
whole of it was paid into the hands of Mr. Grand, whole 
account now more than five years ſince laid before Con- 
reſs, will ſhew to whom and to whoſe orders he repaid 
it. But if I received of him, as appears from his account, 
the above ſum of livres 69253 7 6, and of the others in 
the whole, with that ſum, livres 148045 16 5, only 
fmewhat leſs than ſever thouſand pounds; what mul 
or can be ſaid of thoſe, who for four years ſince * been 
charging 


= 


arging me in all your public papers, with being a de- 
— Br n millions ? They could not have 
deen ignorant of the ſtate of the public account ſo far as 
I was intereſted in them, they were on the files of Con- 
gels in America, and in the hands of Doctor Franklin in 
France, open for the inſpection of every one, whoſe in- 
tereſt or curiolity might excite them to an examination. 
But what were my diſburſements during this term of 
more than two years on account of the public, and for my 
time and expences? My account before Congreſs ſhew 
that they amounted to a much larger ſum than that which 
had received, including my time and expences to Ame- 
ica, and during my attendance on Congreſs, and for my 
jeturn to France, they amounted to livres 258,164 9 2, 


- Wor, livres 110,118 12 9 more than I had received, leave 
on Wing me a creditor for that ſum, equal to C. 4817 18 74 
m7 Wſterling. Mr. Arthur Lee in a letter to Congreſs of the 


iſ of June 1778, ſays, ** 1 find that the expence of living in 
«thro — Sy 1210 than three _— pounds 
 ferling a year; and adds, ** if left to themſelves, I Cone 
L cerve that moſt perſons quill exceed that ſum,” that 15g 
to- irres 68571 per annum. I was as Mr. Lee expreſſes it, 
ore Weſt to mytelf ; yet from my leaving America in 1776, 
ntil my leaving Paris to return to it in 1778, I have not 
one Wharged but about eighty thouſand livres for all my ex- 
Ge- Nences of every kind; the remainder of the liv. 288, 164 
2 was for diſburſements on account of Congreſs, and 
the Wo; my time and ſubſequent expences, the particulars of 
en- rhich are in my account before Congreſs. 
er- Mr. William Lee made one journey to Vienna on ac- 
om Wount of the public, and Mr. Izard who was at Paris for 
ars Whe education of his children, received while there a com- 
t to uon from Congreſs to the Court of Tuſcany, but ne- 
ave Ber went out of Paris, or quitted his family on the buſi- 
the Neis of the public. The former of theſe gentlemen re- 
ole Neived ſeventy-two thouſand livres, and the latter fixty 
on- Whouſand for their private expences ; yet theſe men are 
mong the loudeſt againſt me for an extravagant waſte of 
unt, Wublic money. 
And permit me here my countrymen and fellow citi- 
nens, to requeſt of you, that you will examine for your- 
nul Welres, or that if your diſtance from Philadelphia will not 


permit 
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permit you to do it, that you will demand of your Dele 
gates in Congreſs, an account of all the monies ever re 
mitted to me by Congreſs, and of all that ever I received 
on their account,---by this you will be able to form a judy 
ment with ſufficient preciſion, if I am a defaulter for mil 
lions or one of the public creditors. But excluſive of thi 
above ballance due to me; after accounting for all the mo 
nies received by me, I am entitled to a commiſſion e 
five per cent on goods and military. ſtores purchaſed h 
me, agreeable to orders received from Congreſs to th 
amount of livres 4756,293 17, which makes the ſum 
C. 238, 445 o 7, including expence of poſtage. Theſe good 
and military ſtores I purchafed previous to the arrivalg 
my colleagues, in conſequence of the orders given me 
the ſecret Committee of Congreſs, and on which I w: 
promiſed the ſame commiſſion as was then given to othe 
agents and purchaſers, which was uniformly fre per cent 
for the purchaſes made jointly with my colleagues, I hoy 
not charged any thing, being then in a different capacity 
as joint Commiſſioner Plenipotentiary with them. Thu 
it appears that inſtead of being a defaulter, I am a credi 
tor of the public's, and to a large amount; and of al! th 
public creditors, perhaps no one has ſuffered ſo much! 
point of intereſt, certainly no one ſo much in point 
character. 

But of this, I ſhall take notice on a future occaſion. 
need not take up any more of your time at preſent on ti 
ſubje& of my accounts, they have long ſince been beer 
Congreſs, and to them I appeal to juſtify the general ſta 
which I have given of my money tranſactions for the pul 
lic. I have ſhewn, and it will appear from them, thi 
from my arrival in France in June 1776, to the Dec 
ber following, when joined by Dr. Franklin and Me. Le 
Ihad had no money or next to none of the pub} c' at at 
time in my hands ; but on the contrary, was at that tim 
in advance for my employers, and that afterwards unt 
my return to America, I did not receive a ſum any w- 
equal to my expences and diſdurſements; aud from ti 
period to the preſent I have not had any public employ, « 


. P In 
public money committed to my management. The i - 
cond charge againſt me, is, on account of my having! 


May and June 1781, wrote my opinion of our pub 


— * 


« 9 3 
ee to my friends in America, and adviſed peace and 


accommodation with Great-Britain. - I confeſs that 


he letters publiſhed by Rivington.in New-York, as mine, 


* not materially differ from thoſe which I actually wrote 
mM that time, and which unfortunately for me were inter- 
f thMepted by the enemy, and that they contain the undit- 


iſed ſentiments of my heart at that time, on the then 
parent. ſituation of our,affairs ; but I never yet heard 
fits being deemed a crime in a free ſtate, for its. citizens 
give their opinion and advice on public affairs and 
eaſures. To ſuppoſe me to have been in the intereſt 
{the Miniſters of this country, and to have wrote thoſz: 
ters to promote their views, is as abſurd as to ſuppoſe, 
bat I amaſſed an immenſe fortune in the ſervice of my 
untry 3 yet, although my well known circumſtances 
d connections at that period, and previous to it, às well 
ſince, demonſtrate the abſurdity and falſnood of ſuch 
ſuppoſition ; yet both the one and the other have been 
only ſuppoſed, but poſitively aſſerted by certain wri- 
in America, who ſtick at nothing however extrava- 
NW % an Fa 4; „ | 
| can hardly imagine, notwithſtanding the late and pre- 
it proſperous (tate of our affairs, that any one can have 
got the ſituation in which they were in 178i, when I 
note thoſe letters, and previous to the ſurrender of Lord 
mwallis and his army at York. In May and in June 

81, the ng mg were in the poſſeſſion of the whole 
our fea coaſt, from the Cheeſapeak ſouthward, and 

ule they ravaged and diſtreſſed the interior: country, 
ieir ſhips of wer and cruiſers. intercepted almoſt the 
hole of our trade and of our ſupplies; we had no naval 
ce to oppoſe to theirs, nor any probability at that time 
tour ally ending to our aſſiſtance, a naval force ſuperior 
that of the enemy. The army under General Waſh- 
gon, was too weak of itſelf for any offenſive opera- 
ons, and Cos. greſs had neither money or credit ſuſhcient 
put it on a mo. reſpectable footing. General Waſhing- 
in did not ſcruple It that period to declare, That with- 
out a decidedly ſuperior fleet to that of Great-Britain 
in America, 8 to the Britiſh force in Ame- 
ca would ſoon be at an end.” All the letters from 
merica were in the ſame ſtile ; many circumſtances, at 
8 the information Iwas then 
1A 


Nn 

in the way of, led me to conclude, that there was not! 
leaſt probability of there being a French fleet on our co 
that campaign ſuperior to the Britiſh. Accidents : 
circumſtances unforeſeen at that time, and thoſe extre 
ly improbable ones, joined to a neglect or breach oft 
ders on the part of the Britiſh, gave the French fleett 
ſuperiority, which alone decided the fate of Lord Co 
wallis and of his army at York ; had not this event half 
pened, of which when I wrote there was not the me 
diſtant probability, the war muſt have terminated agait 
us in that campaign. In this I was ſupported by the u 
nimous opinion of the beſt judges on the ſubject then 
America,---was it a crime in me to write from Europe 
America, in the ſame ſtile in which our Generals ail 
leading men wrote to their friends in Europe? My 1: 
ters have been publiſhed, their's have not ; this is the { 
difference, except the cruel circumſtance of mine hani 
been publiſhed by the enemy, at atime when ourdangern 
over, and when the publication could ſerve no other py 
poſe, but to ruin me in the opinion of my countrym 
At the time of my writing, every thing conſpired to co 
vince me, that France had only her own intereſt and th 
of Spain in view, in the war, and that however, it mig 
terminate, ſhe would be very far from conſulting our 1 
tereſt, in the peace, perſuaded of this, I wrote it, to ben 
opinion, and for this I have been deemed an enemy, at 
traitor to France, as well as to the United States. 

But have not events in part juſtified this opinion 
mine? You beſt know, by what intrigues, the Frend 
Court prevailed with Congreſs, to order our Commiſſia 
ers, not to ſign any treaty with Great-Britain, witho 
the knowledge, and conſent of the Court of Ve 
ſailles, and thus to put our future peace, liberty, and fab 
ty abſolutely into their power---nor can you I preſume 
ignorant, that the Court of France, having thus bound 
began to take off the maſk, and to take meaſures wit! 
and to propoſe terms to the other powers, for excludi 
us, from the fiſheries, and for ſupporting the extravagal 
claims of Spain to Eaſt-Louiſiania, and that our Comm 
ſioners, alarmed at this, wiſely ventured to break the 
ders, ſent them from Congreſs, and to ſign the prelimin 
ry articles, without either the knowledge, or the conf! 
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he Miniſters at Verſailles.--- Are not theſe well known 
ts, abundantly ſuſhcient to juſtify me, for having in 
$1, entertained ſuſpicions, of the ſincerity of France, in 
r profeſſions of diſinteretted friendſhip to the United 
tes ? By our treaty with Great-Britain, we are enti- 
to a rizzht in her ſhare of the Newfoundland, and No- 
dcotia fitheries, but has not France wholly excluded 
| from any in hers ?---Does not France, at this time, 
courage, and ſupport Spain, in her claims to the richeſt, 
| moſt extenſive, part of the territory, allowed by 
at-Britain, in the late treaty, to belong to us? Theſe 
empts are not marks of friendſhip, but are the moſt un- 
uvocal characteriſtics, of that in dious intereſted poli- 
| which 1 pointed out in my letters, and warned my 
nds to be on their gaurd againſt.—-In my letter to Mr. 
ins, I gave him my opinion, with reſpect to the ſu- 
ſtate of our commerce, under independant ſovereign- 
and the grounds, on which I was led to form it, and I 
be happy, if experience (which alone can decide in 
b caſes) proves that my opinion, and reaſoning on that 
ject, were erroneous and ill founded.--- Apprehenfveat 
time, and diſtrefled by the thought, that we muſt ei- 
r fail in the conteſt, and in fuch caſe, fubmit to the 
$of our conquerors, rendered imperious, and ſevere 
n their ſucceſs, or that if ſucceſsful ourfelves, that in 
ſituation, in which our country mult be, on the peace, 
hened with heavy taxes, on account of the public 
ts, contracted by the war, and till heavier, for the future 
port of independant ſovereignty, and at the ſame time 
ed, to the evils ariſing from internal factions, an 
long, and from our jarring, and incompatible inter- 
; that our democratic governments, which we had 
IbDihed in Congreſs, and in our ſeveral States, would 
be found to have ſufficient energy, and coercion, t9 
wth, and maintain ſuch a degree, of order and of due 
ordination, as muſt ever be indiſpenſibly neceſſary, in 
governments, to prevent anarchy, and confuſion; and 
n ſuch a fituation, independant ſovereignty, inſtead 
roving a bleſſing, mult become the heavieſt misfortune, 
ch could befal us ;---ſtrongly impreſſed by this opin- 
„judged it to be my duty, to urge, and preſs my 
try men, by every argument, in my power, to im- 
prove 
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prove that important criſis, and by an accommodation, yiſ# 
re- union with Great-Britain, on equal, ſafe, and honouraM: 
terms, toſecureour future — and ſafety, both 
ternal and external; Ithen thought that a re- union, not 
ply on the condition of being replaced, in the ſtate, 
which we were previous to 1763 (for which alone Ct 
greſs in 1774, and afterwards in -1775 petitioned) but 
conditions, and terms, every way peferable, to thoſe 
being governed ſolely by laws, of our own enacting, of 
ing taxed only by our Aſſemblies, and of enjoying t 
ſame commercial privileges, and protection, as other 
jects of the Britiſh empire are, or may be entitled to 
ſay, that it was then my opinion, that an accommodati 
and re-union on thoſe terms, was to be preferred, 
continuation of the war, to running the riſque of its 
certain iſſue, and to hazarzing the dangerous experim 
of independant ſovereiguty. This opinion of mine, hasbe 
deemed a crime in me, little ſhort okthatof high treaſon, 
But it ought to be remembercd, that this was my opini 
and that I communicated it, to my friends, at a tit 
when our proſpects, were gloomy and diſcouraging 
But we now enjoy independant ſovereignty and peace 
the moſt favourable and honourahle terms, and have 
tained every thing, which we either hoped for, or dem 
ed, and happy indeed ſhould I be, were I certain, 
none of the evils, which I apprehended in 1781, were 
ther ſelt, or feared by my countrymen, at this time 
ſuch caſc, I ſhould be contented to be ridiculed ore 
oe for my weak, and gloomy forebodings in 1781 


ut General Waſhington in his circular letter ſays, t 
It is a queſtion yet to be decided, whether the ren 
« tion, muſt ultimately be conſidered, as a bleſſing, 
« a curſe.---A bleſſing or a curſe, not to the preſent 
<< alone, for with our fate, will the deſtiny of un 
« millions, be involved.”---I aſk, that theſe expreſſ 
of the General, after the great object of independant{e 
reiguty, has been obtained, and ratified, and confir 
to us, by treaties, may be compared, with the expreſſi 
in my letters of 1781, on the ſame ſubject, and that 
countrymen, will then ſay, if it was a criminal deſert 
of the cauſe of my country, or if it was an unpardon 
weakneſs, and deſpondency of mind, in me, at that 
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make a queſtion of that which now, when ſucceſs and 
eace have ſecured our independant ſovereignty, is by 


or en. Waſhington declared to be ſtill a _—_ undecided. 
ot ond doubtful, and that not only ſo as to the preſent day, 
te it to future ages. If indeed, the ſmall degree of order, 
- CW reſtraint and of ſubordination, which has for the laſt 
buten years prevailed inour country, benowthrownoff, and 


e legiſlative and executive power once more return in 
fect, into the hands of Committees and Conventions; if 
n place of that ſubordination to law and government, of 
hoſe decent, frugal, and virtuous manners and habits, of 


et eaſe, and even affluence in which our fellow-citizens, 
dal merly lived, in peace, and ſafety, in a word, if inſtead 
q, t f thoſe manners, principles, and circumſtances, which 


ce marked our character, the reverſc, ſhould in future 
ke place, and prevail, under a government too weak to 


gabe erent, or remedy the evils; there cannot then remain a 
fon Nieſtion, on the ſubject; but ſuch anarchy, and confuſion, 


nuſt enſue, as to render our independance, a curſe, and 
he preſent, and future age, in America, as unhappy, as 
ny ages, to be met with, in the hiſtory of civilized na- 
e mr T7" ; 
The great end of civil ſociety, is to ſecure to men, unit- 
d in it, the great bleſſings of peace, of liberty, and ſafety, 
oth in their perſons, and in their property, and in decid- 
ag what form of government, moſt effectually anſwers 
is great, and Leneficent purpoſe, experience, not theory, 


ime eneficent 
or eat direct us. | : 

1781 This is not a ſubject, for recluſe Philoſophers, or ſubtle 
's, f Hetaphyſicians, to decide on, in their cloſets.--- And. 


ſhenever they have been referred to, they have given the 
ing, eſerence, to Utopian, or ideal and imaginary n ſtems of. 

deir own, before thoſe plain and ſimple ones, which expe- 
unbWnce has ſhewn, to be praCticable and ſafe.— But with. 
ellalhet looking abroad, to profit, by the experience of other 
nt ſofÞ#tions, our own muſt now, with the utmoſt precion and 
nfinlertainty determine, this great queſtion, as yet undecided, 
efidhnd bring conviction home to every one, either that our 
that reſent ſyſtem of government, is preferable, to that under 
en ich we and our anceſtors,'tor more than one century 
donſind an half were free, ſafe and happy; or that it is not.--- 
at ur ſituation previous to tas late revolution, mull = — 
| | TER 
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freſh in our memories, and our preſent, cannot long 
diſguiſed, or miſunderſtood, by us; from our ſenſes, tro 
what we ſee and feel, we muſt judge with certainty of i 
and by comparing the preſent, with the paſt, this impoif 
tant queſtion, muſt ultimately be decided.---If happily ſe 
us, it be in favour of the preſent, no man will more lincer 
ly rejoice, than what I ſhall, on the occaſion ; but ifo 
a compariſon, of our preſent, with our paſt ſituation, M 
revolution ſhould, be found tobe a curſe, inſtead of a bleſſing 
then indeed I ſhall be one of the moſt unhappy of mei 
and the ſole conſolation, which will be left me, will hy 
the almoſt only one, which I now enjoy, a confciouſne 
of my integrity, in the ſervice of my country, and of t 
purity and rectitude of my intentions, in the opinion x 
advice, which in 1781, I gave in my letters to my friend 
in America. Having ſhewn that inſtead of being a d 
faulter, lam a creditor, of the public's, to a conſiderab 
amount, and impartially ſtated, the contents, and objet 
of my letters, of 1781---I ſhall take my leave fort 
preſent, and ſubmit the whole, to your candid conſider 
tion,---and whatever my fate may be, if to be reſtored t 
your good opinion, and confidence, and to the boſom 
my friends, and country, or to remain far exiled frot 
them, the firſt and moſt ardent with of my foul, will er: 
be, that my country's Gy may be perpetual, int 
full enjoyment of peace, liberty and happineſs. 
I am with great ſincerity and reſpect 
g Your friend and fellow-citizen 

| SILAS DEAN 
London, Auguſt 10, 1783. 


P. 8. I have avoided entering on the ſubject, of t 
numerous calumnies, which have been propagated agal 
me, by anonymous writers, it would have been endlel 
and quite unneceſſary, ſince every thing, which has er! 
been ſaid, or ſuggeſted againſt me, may be reduced tots 
queſtions only : 

Firſt if I acted faithfully, and was an honeſt ſteward, 
the public money, while in the ſervice of my country, a 
ſecondly, if the contents of my letters, of May and Ju 
1781, were of ſuch a nature, as to merit the harſh cenſure 


paſſed on me, in America on their account z---in Franc 
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an expect no other, than to be condemned, it is what 
zery one muſt expect to be, who calls in queſtion, the 
intereſtedneſs of the motives of France, in the late war, 
who attempts to prevent our country, from becoming 
rtually dependant on that power; As to the reports, 
culated here, and which may probably reach America, 
my being at the levees of the Miniſters, and in frequent 
"MWonference, with them, and that I have aCted, an un- 
nendly part reſpecting our commerce, and the like, 1 
Wn with the greateſt truth, and ſincerity declare, that 
ere is not the leaſt foundation for them, I have not ſo 
uch as ſeen, any of the Miniſters, ſince my arrival in 
lis country, nor have I ever had the leaſt connection, or 
frreſpondence with any, either of the preſent, or late 
liniſters of this country.---And as to our commerce, I 
re my opinion in 1781, in my letter to Mr. Morris, as to 
e reſtrictions, which I . it would fall under, on a 
ace; if any part of what I then apprehended, has been 
alized, I am not to blame; I moſt heartily wiſh, that 
part of it may ever be ſo, but that experience may 
me, to have been in an error, in what I wrote on 
* at ſubje ct. 


n APPENDIX 


M* addreſs of the 1oth of Auguſt has lain by me, f 
| this time, although when I wrote that, my inten 
tion was, as I intimated; to follow it, with a ſecond, yet 
aid not purpoſe to do it, ſo ſoon; but have been adviſed | 
ſome gentlemen, lately from America, to take notice « 
Tertain reports, circulated in the United States, and i 
this country, reſpecting me: they tell me that it has bet 
affirmed, and generally believed, in America, that 1 
rich, andin the moſt affluent circumſtances, from mone 
made in the ſervice of my country; that I received a pen 
fon, to a large amount, from this government; that I waxin 
timate with GeneralArnold, and that Ihad done everything 
in my power, ſince my being in England, in, prejudice 
our commerce, and in particular, that I had aſſiſted, in th 
writing bf a pamphlet, entitled, Obſervations on the 

merican Commerce; publiſhed by Lord Sheflield.---Ne 
in any other circumſtances, than thoſe of the preſent, 
need do nothing more, than to declare, that thoſe report 
are totally falſe and groundleſs, and call on the authors 
produce their evidence, if they have any in ſupport« 
them; but it ſeems that there are caſes, in which a m 
muſt be put to prove {imple negatives; every news pape 
report, tending to calumniate one, already unpopular, b 
come of equal authenticity with proofs from holy writ. 

I have ſhewn, that I expended and diſburſed more mone 
on account of Congreſs, than ever I received from then 
moſt certainly this is not the way, to grow rich, in an en 
ploy, but I might have found means, by ſecret underſtan 
ing, with the agents and contractors for the ſtores ſe 
out to America, to have acquired a fortune, to myſe 
true, but the accompts of thoſe agents and contract 

have, one only of them excepted, been examined and pak 
by Congrefs, or their auditdrs.---The only perſon, wb 
has not had his accompts paſſed by Congreſs, has recei 
their unanimous thanks, for his ſervices rendered then 
in the ſupplies ſent out by him; the preſumption fro! 
this, at lealt is, that Congreſs could have no doubt of ti 


integrity and fairneſs, with which he conducted 12 
ail, 
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. -Whence then could I have accumulated a fortune, 
the ſervice of my country ? It is true, that had Con- 
ſs paid me, the balance honeſtly due me, I ſhould have 
n at eaſe in my circumſtances, for by that means, I 
ould have received, ſome compenſation, ſor the heavy 


nt : 

_ ſts, which I ſuffered by the depreciation, but this they 
ed ee not done ;---while in the ſervice of Congreſs, I en- 
ce Ned in two commercial adventures, I was ordered by the 


cret Committee, to aflume, and act the part of a mer- 
ant. But in both of thoſe, I was unfortunate, in one a 
tal loſs, by capture; in the other a failure of the man, 
whom I had given the direction of it, left me a great 
fer by it.—-It is delicate and even cruel, for a man, 
ho has been in trade and means, if poſſible, to return in- 
that line, to expoſe his private circumſtances, in point 
fortune, otherways I could give the moſt convincin 
oof, that of the moderate fortune, of which I was poſ- 
ſed in 1774, I am not at this time, maſter of the one 
.I have not at any time been extravagant, when all 
e funds of Congreſs in Europe, were open to me, my 
compts will ſhew, that I lived but in a moderate ſtile,---- 
ras not in a diſſipated, or extravagant line of life, while 
Philadelphia, waiting the deciſion, or orders of Con- 
ſs; on my return to France, I was obliged to borrow 
ney of Dr. Franklin, and of other friends there, for my 
port; are theſe marks, or evidence, of my having made a 
tune, in the ſervice of the public? Do they not prove 
e contrary? But my acquiting myſelf ofone charge, may 
eſome weight, ſome probability to the other, ſince if thus 
nen uced, and obliged to borrow for my private expences, 


ſtand chat time, I — the more eaſily, have been tempted, 
s ſeli accept of a penſion from this government. - But Miniſ- 
zyſels, though attentive to their own intereſt and that of 


ar friends, and liberal of the public monies, on certain 
cabons, never have ſuch an overflow of it, as to give it 
ay at hazard, or to thoſe, who cannot render them or 
eir cauſe, ſome immediate ſervice.---If every man is to 
bought, at a certain price, the purchaſer will alſo eſti- 
ate, the value of the man, he deals for, and not throw 
ay his money, in the purchaſe of one, who can be of 
kind of uſe to him; Of what uſe in 1781, could I have 
en of, to the Britiſh, or to any other Miniſter ? I had no 

| e | publig 
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public truſt or ſtate ſecrets which I could betray, had 1 hee 
ſo diſpoſed.---My a. ularity and influence, in the Unite 
States, had been deſtroyed, by the calumnies, publihel 
zgainſt me, in Philadelphia, and by the neglect and ij 
gratitude of Congreſs, I moſt certainly could offer nothin 
to the Miniſter, and he could expect nothing from me 
there did not exiſt, any foundation, for a contract he 
tween us, if my neceffities at that time, might have urge 
me, to ſeek for relief, from any quarter, or by any mean 
ſtill the Miniſter, to whom I muſt have applied, wou 
not have parted with the public money, ſolicited an 
icrambled for, by ſo many of his friends and ſupporten 
to one, who had been declaredly and cpenly his enen 
without ſome proſpect, without even a certainty of: 
equivalent---I had none to offer, none to propoſe---wh 
circumſtance, what action of mine, from my return t 


France in 1780, to this hour tends to ſupport this cha 


of my being in the pay of this government? I never cot 
reſponded with any one of the Miniſters, or their agent 
if they really had any in France.---The Honourable i 
Walpole with whom I contracted, a very intimate a 
quaintance, ſoon after my return to Paris, had ever be 
in the oppoſition in Parliament, yet in the Philadelpht 
papers, I fee him mentioned, as being the agent, who e 
gaged me in the ſervice of the Britiſh Miniſters.---Butt 
render this charge even probable, it ought firſt to be ſhem 
at leaſt, that after my return to France, I had it in 
wer to be of ſome ſervice to this government, and th 
F aCtually erformed, or attempted to perform ſome |: 
vice to it, but neither of theſe, can be ſhewn, or any this 
tending that way. 
My letters of 1581, contained no ſentiments which 
attempted to co nceal in my converſation with my count 


men in France; a convincing proof, that however erro 


ouſly I might think and reaſon at that time, yet that 
was ſincere, and ſpoke and wrote without diſguiſe or fin 
ter view. My letters contained my private opinion, 
that time, had not every citizen of the United State: 
right to give his opinion on what ſo nearly intereſted hin 
on the beſt or what appeared to him the beſt meaſur 
for ſecuring the peace, liberty and ſafety of his count 

If he has not that right, he is no longer a free citizen, | 


Ti.) 

fave of arbitrary power, and it matters nothing tg 
n whether this power, by which he 1s thus enſlaved, be 
bee a in the hands of many tyrants or of one, except 

t it is grey better to have but one malter than ma- 
lied. Of what ſervice could my declaring of my ſenti- 
id ins at that time be to the Britiſh Miniſters? I had loſt 

popularity and influence with my countrymen, and 
opinion and arguments were not likely to be attended 
or to have that weight which they might otherwiſe 
re been entitled to. But the publication of my letters 
New-York, is a ſtrong proof that I was far from being 
garded as a friend, or as engaged in the Britiſh intereit 
their Miniſters or by their ofhcers. Had not the 
nt de Grafſe unexpectedly arrived on our coaſt with a 
rior fleet, Lord Cornwallis and his army, inſtead of 
rendering themſelves priſoners of war, would have 
en victorious, and but for that, and other circumſtan- 
s unfgreſeen and extremely improbable at the time I 
rote, the campaign of 1781 mult have terminated deci- 
ely againſt us; this was not ſimply my opinion, it was 
e opinion of our ableſt and moſt experienced Generals, 
this ſituation had my letters been publiſhed, their con- 
nts might haye had ſome weight with my countrymen, 
t to publiſh them immediately after events had con- 
adicted my predictions, ſerved no purpoſe but to expoſe 
eto ridicule and abuſe. Had I been in the ſervice and 
y of this government, wanld its Miniſters have taken 
is effectual meaſure to deſtroy my influence with my 
untrymen, and thereby render it impoſſible for me to 
of any ſuture ſervice to them ? Nathing can be mor. 
travagantly abſurd than the ſuppoſition. But if I was 
the ſervice of this government, why, after the publica- 
n of my letters had drawn on me the reſentment of my 
untrymen, and the epithets of a deſerter and berrayer 
the intereſts of my country, did I not venture over to 
s country, to give the Miniſters all the iniormation and 
vice in my power? My countrymen in France and 
olland at the time, who were the moſt zealous for iude- 
ndence, and the moſt ſevere againſt Great-Britain and 
ery thing in it, made no ſcruple of going over ta 1.o0- 
on their pri vate affairs, while I remained in Flanders 
o obſcure a ſituation, as to render it impoſſiblè for me 
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to be eitheir of ſervice or prejudice to any one; and dus 
ing eiglitcen months, neither wrote a ſingle letter to an 
one in Great-Britain, or received any from thence, exceg 
on account of a few books and other trifling articles whig 
J could not procure elſewhere. If from my arrival it 
France in 1780, to the ſigning of the preliminary articles 
I had any other correſpondence in this country, let it be 
made to appear, I boldly challenge my accuſers to pr, 
duce the leaſt proof of any; full two months ſince, it v. 
publiſhed in the Ye Papers of this city, that I had bee 
at Court, and was preſented to his Majeſt „ had an aud 
ence of the Duke of Portland, dined with Mr. Fox, & 
&c. while to this hour I have not even ſeen his Majeſty 
or any one of the. royal family, except the Prince 
Wales at a diſtance and on horſeback, nor have I an 
greater knowledge of any of the other great perſonagei 
with whom it has been atkrmed that I am on ſuch term 
of intimacy. If it were not ſo, I could have no intereſt 
no motive to deny or to conceal it. 

But the truth is, that the ſtile of life which my circum 
ſtances have obliged me to take up, has prevented m 
forming a numerous acquaintance, either at court ori 
the city, the former I have never ſo much as entered, 2 
moſt probable never ſhall. Soon after my arrival in Lo 
don, Gen. Arnold called twice on me at my lodging 
and was ſhewn into my chamber without being annou 
ced,he appeared not to reflect in how different a ſituatid 
he now was, from that in which he formerly ſtood, whe 
we were in the habits of the moſt intimate friendſhip; 
therefore very freely put him in mind of it, and hed 
continued his viſits, and I have not ſeen or ſpoke 
him for more than five months paſt. 

I my letters of the 10th of June 1781, to Mr. R. Me 
ris, publiſhed in New-York by Rivington, I gave my 0 
nion what the ſtate of our commerce would be on a pead 
and on the confirmation of our independant ſovereign 
and I gave at large the reaſons on which I had forme 
that opinion, by an unfortunate accident; the conte 
of that letter have been made public, and to them I reſe 
Hitherto J have ſeen nothing to contradict the ſentime 
I then entertained on this ſubject, but many things 
confirm me in them, though J moſt fncerely with t 

ex perlen 
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oerience, the infallible teſt of truth in ſuch ſubjecte, 


my finally prove them erroneous, and my arguments and 
oncluſions to have been ill founded.---But: neither for 
metime before, or ſince my being in this country, has 
t been in my power, had I been diſpoſed, to do any thing 
the prejudice of our commerce, and I can wit 1 great 
ncerity declare, that intereſt, as well as a diſpoſition in- 
erendant of intereſted motives, will ever lead me to im- 
ove every opportunity, to do what little may be in my 
ower, to promote the commerce of my country, on the 
weceſs of * its future happineſs and proſperity, ſo 
itly depend. | 
If roy or future events juſtify my ce pere in 
i letter to Mr. Morris, am I to blame? Thoſe events do 
pt, and cannot depend on me; — what grounds have we 
expect more from Great-Britain, than what other 
liens and foreigners are entitled to? Or than what we 
- indulged with, by other nations, in their Weſt-India 
ſſeſhons ? 3 
All the Spaniſh and Portugueze American ports, are 
ut againſt us, and againſt all the world, the Dutch ports 
St. Euſtatius and Curacoa, which iſlands produce noth- 
Mare open without reſerve to us, but Surinam and Dema- 
, productive colonies, have never been but partially 
en, nothing which could be ſent to them from Europe, 
any advantage, was allowed to be received from us, nor 
y thing which Holland had a demand for in Europe, to 
taken by us, it has ever been much the ſame, in the 
ench iſlands, and we are not by the treaty, entitled to 
thing more in future; the protection and government 
the Weſt-India poſſeſſions, coſt the European powers 
ge ſums, will they be at this expence, and give other na- 
Ins, the trade of them? 
This nation was the firſt in Europe which ſaw its own 
tereſt, with reſpect to commerce, in a true light, and 
the navagation act, came to a reſolution, to reſerve the 
t certain all the profits of trade, that of the carrying 
neſs, to its own ſubjeCts.---That act was the corner 
te, on which the Britiſh commerce and marine roſe, 
lon which it ſtill reſts.---Can it be expected, that this 
ernment ſhould at this time repeal, or violate that act ? 
lat it ſhould be diſpenſed with, in our favour ? J boy 
wag 
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who expect this, look for what I am convineed will n 
happen 3 ever ſince the exiſtence of the navagation 20 
all the maritime nations, in Europe, have been adopting 
meaſures, in ſore degree fimilar, and now when con 
merce has become the firſt object, with all of them, auf 
is fo well underſtood, they muſt neceſſarily purſue the 
ſame ſyſtem. FI 7 
The armed neutrality was a mere temporary expedient 
France furniſhed her iflands with proviſions by it, but ig 
loſt the commerce of them, for the time, ſhe ſupplied hey 
felf, with timber, and naval ſtores, and manned her fleet 
by it, but ſhe laid the ax to the root of her navigation an 
commerce, ſo long as it exiſted, and ſhe was ſo ſenſible 
this, that on the day of ſigning the preliminaries for pead 
with Great-Britain, ſhe gave orders to exclude all foreign 
ers from her Weſt-Indies ; and the Dutch who expettal 
to gain, loſt the moſt by the armed neutrality ; the conſs 
quences of it, and the war, into which their republic 
drawn by it, will be long and ſenſibly felt by their con 
merce, perhaps never recovered. 
The great object, with Lord Sheffield, is to urget 
government, to perſevere in a fyſtem,, which for md 
than a century paſt, the nation has never deviated from 
which all the maritime, and commercial nations in Euro 
are now coming into. -Can any one complain of his Lot 
Nip, on this account? Or ſuppoſe that the Britiſh gove 
ment, would not have done this, without foreign advigt 
Without information and counſel given by me? It ist 
ridiculous to merit any ferious obſervations, or comm 
on, yet inſinuations and reports of this kind, once pre 
have a moſt ſurpriſing, and laſting impreſſion on the mil 
of honeſt, and unſuſpecting people, who judging of otit 
by themſelyes, cannot ſuſpect that any one, can be! 
and wicked enough, to take up his pen, merely with! 


view of impoſing on them. | 
London, October 12, 1783. | 
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